River is the main source of surface water in the area of study.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Water samples were collected from 4 sampling points of different locality in Sehore town during a period of August 2008. The sampling points and places are given in Table 1 
RESUTLS AND DISCUSSION
The average values of physicochemical parameters during Aug-2008 are presented in Table- 3. The pH is a measure of the intensity of acidity or alkalinity and gives the concentration of hydrogen ions in water. It has no direct adverse effect on health, but a low value below 4.0 gives sour taste and higher value above 8.5 shows alkaline taste. In the present study, the pH values of water samples varies between 6.7 to 7.7 and were within the limit prescribed by WHO. Turbidity of water is actually the expression of an optical property (Tyndall effect) in which the light is scattered by the particles present in water.
Turbidity makes the water unfit for domestic purposes, food and beverage industries and many other industrial uses. In the present study the turbidity values varies between 0.5 to 117 NTU and were not within the limit prescribed by ISI 10500-91 of Sample A4.
Hardness of water mainly depends upon the amount of calcium or magnesium salts or both. Hardness of water is objectionable regarding water use of laundry and domestic purpose, since it consumes a large quantity of soap. In the present study; Total Hardness (TH) value varies from 168 to 923 mg/l. The values are not higher than the prescribed limit.
The amount of calcium varies from 25.65 to 117.8 mg/l. which is not found in prescribed limit in A1 and A2. Sodium content varies between 15 to 73 mg/l and found within the prescribed limit. Potassium concentration varies from 0.6 to 3.4 mg/ l in which no standard values are suggested for drinking by WHO and ISI 10500-91.
Chloride imparts salty taste if present in excess (> 250mg/l). People accustomed to high chloride in water are subjected to laxative effects. Chloride presence in study area rages form 69.02 to 477.5. All samples found within the prescribed limit. The sulphate content varies between 39.73 to 93.39 mg/l and the nitrate content varies between 0.035 to 0.158 mg/l. The sulphate was found within the prescribed limit. But the nitrate content is more than prescribed limit in sample A1 and absent in all other sample.
